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U.S. | NEW YORK 

Earlier Investigation Focused on 
Alleged Relationship Between Female 
Prison Worker and Escaped Killer 

Investigation on whether Joyce Mitchell, tailoring shop employee, had relationship with 
David Sweat was inconclusive 

By JOSEPH DE AVILA and JASON BELLINI 

June 11,201512:42 p.m. ET 

A female worker from New York's Clinton Correctional Facility who is being questioned 
by law-enforcement officials was the subject of a prior investigation regarding an 
alleged relationship with one of the inmates who escaped from the prison last weekend, 
according to a person familiar with the matter. 

The New York State 

Joyce Mitchell. PHOTO: FACEBOOK 

Department of Corrections 
and Community Supervision 
conducted the investigation 
within the past 12 months 
after allegations that inmate 
David Sweat had formed a 
relationship with Joyce 
Mitchell, a civilian employee 
who worked in a tailoring 
shop in the prison, according 
to the person familiar with the 
matter. 



The report found there wasn't 
enough evidence to take any 
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action against Ms. Mitchell, 
this person said. 

Mr. Sweat was pulled out of 
the tailoring shop and was 
reassigned to another shop 
with a different supervisor, 
according to this person. 

A spokeswoman for the New 
York State Department of 
Corrections and Community 
Supervision declined to 
comment. Ms. Mitchell 
couldn't be reached for 
comment, and no one 
answered the door at her 
home Wednesday night. 

Joseph D'Amico, 
superintendent of New York 
State Police, confirmed during 
a news conference Wednesday 
that a female worker was 
being questioned by police. 



"Obviously she was 

befriended or she befriended the inmates and may have had some sort of role in 
assisting them, but I'm not prepared to go into details on that/' Mr. D'Amico said. 

Mr. Sweat, 34 years old, was serving a life sentence for murdering a sheriffs deputy in 
2002. Richard Matt, 48, had been serving a sentence of 25 years to life for the 1997 
murder of his former boss. They escaped Friday night or Saturday morning. 

The high-security prison in Dannemora N.Y, is about 315 miles north of New York City 
near the Vermont border, close to Lake Champlain. 

On Thursday, the manhunt for the escapees focused on the area southeast of the prison 
near Cadyville, N.Y. Authorities said police dogs had picked up a scent and there was a 
report of a possible sighting of the two inmates. 
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EARLIER COVERAGE 



• New York Prison Escape Stirs Bad Memories for Former Hostage (http://www.wsj.com/articles/new-york- 
prison-escape-stirs-bad-memories-for-former-hostage-1 434071 577) 

• Cadyville, N.Y., a Focus as Search for Escaped Prisoners Continues (http://www.wsj.com/articles/cadyville- 
n-y-in-focus-as-search-for-escaped-prisoners-continues-1 434026846) (June 11) 

• Search for New York Escaped Killers Expands to Vermont (http://www.wsj.com/articles/investigators-in- 
new-york-prison-escape-retrace-steps-1433944278) (June 11) 

• Tiny Town of Willsboro on Alert in Hunt for Escaped New York Prisoners (http://www.wsj.com/articles/tiny- 
town-of-willsboro-on-alert-in-hunt-for-escaped-new-york-prisoners-1 433940583) (June 10) 

• Hunt for Escaped New York Prisoners Centers on Willsboro (http://www.wsj.com/articles/hunt-for-escaped- 
new-york-prisoners-centers-on-willsboro-1 433876778) (June 9) 

• New York Prison Break Probe Focuses on Whether Employees Helped Inmates 
(http://www.wsj.com/articles/prison-break-probe-focuses-on-whether-employees-helped-inmates- 
1433767001) (June 8) 

• Prison Break a Mystery for Upstate New York Town (http://www.wsj.com/articles/convicted-killers-escape- 
from-new-york-top-security-prison-1433691221) (June 8) 
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Police set up a perimeter in Cadyville, roughly 
5 miles southeast from the prison late 
Wednesday, holding that position overnight 
so they could continue searching in the 
daylight, officers on the ground, a New York 
State Police spokesman said. 

Mr. Matt and Mr. Sweat have eluded 
authorities for six days since breaking out of 
the high-security prison. The two used power 
tools to saw through a steel plate and steel 
pipes, and later scaled a catwalk, maneuvered 
through a tunnel and then a 24-inch pipe, 
broke through a 24-inch brick wall and 
severed a lock and chain that tethered a 
manhole cover to the outside. 

Write to Joseph De Avila at 
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